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The next National Specialty of the Afghan Hound Club of Finland will be orga-
nized in connection with the World Dog Show in Helsinki on Thursday the 7th
of August 2025. The judge for the National Specialty will be Mr James Donahue
(knl Wynsyr). The day for the sighthounds at the WDS is Friday the 8th of Aug,
and the Afghans will be judged by Mr Scott Pfeil (knl Wynsyr). Following is their
judge’s presentation and answers about breeding.

Tell something about yourself,
where do you live, how long have
you had Afghans and who was
your first Afghan? How many Afg-
hans do you have now?

- We live an hour outside of Chica-
go, lllinois. Scott has had Afghans
for 36 years and James for 25
years. The first Afghan that Scott
showed was MBISS CH Sabra
Candasia. He was a blue dog of
mostly Sandina Breeding who was
bred and owned by Lois Smith. Ja-
mes Started with a dog from Laura
Mauldin, CH Kasban The Wizard of
Suncrest, a multiple group winner.
We currently have three Afghan
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bitches, and a few others that we
have bred on co-ownership with
other breeders that we collaborate
with. Scott is currently the presi-
dent of the Afghan Hound Club of
America, and James is the club’s
Judges’ Education Coordinator.

Have you now or earlier had dogs
of other breeds?

- Scott started his career in dogs
working at the famous Seward
Newfoundland Kennels and sho-
wed Bernese Mountain dogs be-
fore moving on to Afghan Hounds
and Whippets. In addition to our
Afghans, we currently breed and

exhibit Salukis, Greyhounds, and
Pekingese. We have bred and
owned top winning Best in Show
dogs in each of these breeds.
We also bred one litter of Italian
Greyhounds, which produced
the second top winning lItalian
Greyhound of all time in the USA.
All together our dogs have won
over 80 All-Breed Best in Show
awards in the USA and more spe-
cialties than we can count.

How do you keep your dogs? Do
your dogs live in your house or in
a separate building?

- We live on ten acres surrounded



MBIS MBISS Ch Gengala Sharper
Image "Kodak” (Ch Gengala Hijacked/
Gengala Popsicle, b. 1995)

Best in Specialty at Afghan Hound
Club of Omaha under Tom Cozzoni

by a state park. We do have a ken-
nel which is attached to our house,
and the dogs take turns coming
inside the main house with us.
James’s mother, Fran Donahue,
also lives with us so that someone
is always on the premises. We be-
lieve it is very important that dogs
have ample room to exercise freely
outdoors so we have large exercise
yards. Additionally, we feel that
natural light is very important, so
we have skylights throughout the
kennel to allow the sunlight in du-
ring the day. Our kennel runs are
larger than normal as freedom of
movement is critical for the well-
being of the dogs. Our dogs are
not crated at home.

How did you choose your kennel
name (prefix)?

- Wynsyr Afghans was originally
founded in 1986 by William Pfeffer
and Gary Lennon. The kennel has
been continually active since that
time. For many years well all bred
and collaborated together, but Bill
and Gary are now retired and no
longer actively breeding or exhibi-
ting dogs.

Your first Afghan litter and how did
your breeding continue from that?
Have you bred recently?

- The foundation of Wynsyr Afg-
hans is a careful blending of EImo,
Persia, and Kabik lines. Wynsyr’s
foundation bitch was CH Charle-
magne Kiara, a daughter of the
famed BIS BISS CH Elmo’s Tu-
tankhamun. Kiara is still behind
every Wynsyr Afghan alive today.
We don'’t breed very often these
days, and since we are working
with multiple breeds it is sometimes
several years between our Afghan
litters. Our most recent litter was
whelped in 2023 out of CH Wynsyr
Crystal Blue Persuasion by GCH
Sebring Calloway Moonshine.
Several offspring from this litter

are pointed in the ring, but the one
we kept has not yet started her

show career.
very soon.

Her turn is coming

Which are the most important
things when planning a litter? What
is the role of the brood bitch? How
do you choose a stud dog? Is the
pedigree more important than the
dog itself?

- When planning a litter health,
temperament, and conformation
are all essential, and cannot be
compromised. All our breeding
stock are tested for genetic health
concerns. Dogs spend such a small
part of their lives in the ring, and
must be able to live long lives as
stable, well adjusted, and trustwort-
hy companions.

The importance of brood bitches
in the breeding program is imme-
asurable. They are the cornerstone
of any successful kennel. We only
breed from our very best bitches
and because of this we have had
several very beautiful and success-
ful bitches that never produced
puppies. In the USA today we
have seen a sharp decline in the
number of Afghans being shown.
In this current environment it is

unfortunately possible for just about

any Afghan to attain a champion
title. It is important to realize that
just because a dog is a Champion
does not mean that it is of sufficient
quality to be used for breeding.

Choosing a stud dog today is often
difficult. Fewer breeders seem
concerned with maintaining tightly
line bred pedigrees. Dogs with
more random ancestry make far
less reliable stud dogs because it
is not easy to predict what they may
produce. In the past it was common
for breeders to line-breed or even
inbreed within their family line, and
we would see breeders producing
a distinctive and recognizable line.
Today may breeders seem more
likely to breed to the big winner,
whether he has a phenotype or
pedigree that will compliment their
bitch. This is a troubling trend.
When looking at a stud dog there
are many factors to consider. The
conformation and phenotype of the
dog must compliment the bitch.
We do believe the pedigree is very
important and we like to evaluate
not only the dog but his siblings,
parents, and ancestors to have a
more complete understanding of
conformation strengths and weak-



nesses, potential health concerns,
and temperament issues that could
result from the pairing.

Do you prefer line-breeding, in-
breeding or out-cross?

- We believe that all these op-
tions can be beneficial when
used appropriately. We prefer
line-breeding as the cornerstone
of our program. We feel it gives
us consistency and predictability
when planning pairings. Inbreeding
is not as commonplace as it once
was. For an experienced breeder
who really knows their line, an
occasional inbreeding can really
help to solidify their vision, but one
must remember that just as the
strengths can be solidified, faults
and health issues are also being
doubled up. Many of the most
influential past kennels owe their
success to a careful combination
of line and inbreeding.

Outcrossing is sometimes neces-
sary to improve a certain aspect
of your line, but it should never be
random. We have had to do this at
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times to bring in certain traits that
we feel our line is lacking. The chal-
lenge is doing it in such a way that
you don’t lose something of equal
or greater value along the way. We
sometimes find it take two or three
generations to incorporate the
feature we are striving to improve
without losing other aspects that
are important. After any significant
outcross we will always try to breed
more tightly back into our line for a
couple of generations.

Have you produced the kind of
Afghans you hoped for? Can you

MBISS GCHB Wynsyr China Doll "Chi-
na” (Ch Fabelhaft Zoot Suit/

Ch Wynsyr Alliance, b. 2003)

Best in Specialty, Lehigh Valley Afghan
Hound Club under Reggie Nesbitt,
shown by Scott

name the best Afghan bred by
you?

- | think we have been successful
at producing Afghans that reflect
our priorities and interpretation of
the standard. We are still working
with the same basic pedigrees
from when our kennel was founded
nearly forty years ago. The ‘best”
Afghan we have produced is a mat-
ter of opinion, but for us, and | think
many would agree, it was MBISS
GCH Wynsyr China Doll. China
was our very well-known white
bitch who won a total of twenty-two
Best in Specialty Show awards in
the late 2000s. She finished her
championship at an early age but
was not seriously campaigned until
she was six years old. She won
her final specialty show at twelve
years of age and lived to be nearly
seventeen.

Others that deserve a special men-
tion were BIS MBISS CH Wynsyr
Scimitar’s Tyson, who became the
top winning Afghan in the USA in
2009. Also, a personal favorite that
we produced was Aust. CH Wynsyr




GCH Wynsyr Summerwind Paladin Got
Mo Attitude (Ch Paladin The Darkman
V Isameh / Ch Alphaville’s Foreign
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Group 2 under Michael Canalizo, |
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Summerwinds Paladin Mimosa at
Khandu, who was exported to the
Hewitts in Australia and produced
very well for them.

Although not bred by us, many
people are familiar with MBIS
MBISS GCHG Zaida Bint Muti Von
Haussman, our Chilean import who
became the top winning hound in
the USA in 2023---the first Afghan
to do so since the legendary MBIS
MBISS CH Tryst of Grandeur. She
is familiar to many in Europe as
the BIS winner at the 2024 World
Show in Croatia. We put our name
behind her because we feel she is
the Afghan Hound Standard come
to life. If only we had ever bred one
as good as Zaida!

Name some Afghans that you like
/ liked in your home country or
abroad. What points in them have
made them your favourites?

- A dog that both of us admired
highly was the well-known Tutank-
hamun son, BIS BISS CH Paladin
The Darkman V Isameh. “Mo” was
bred and owned by Michael Liss
and has sired three litters at Wynsyr
over the years with great success.
He had incredible breed detailing
and type. We also loved China
Doll’s sire Corbu, MBIS MBISS CH
Fabelhaft Zoot Suit, who was out
of Mo’s litter sister. Both Mo and
Corbu have been hugely influential
in our breeding program.

Other dogs we admired highly were
CH Pahlavi Puttin On The Ritz,
and more recently, GCH Pahlavi
Marilyn Merlot.

Do you think that the breed has
developed in the right direction?
Have some points become more
important in the breed? Do you
think there are any typical faults
that have become more common?

- We think that there are still Afg-
hans of high quality to be found in
the world, but the breed is coming
to a turning point. As there are
fewer Afghans being bred and
shown worldwide, it becomes far
easier for a single kennel or even
prolific sire to make a huge and
lasting impact on the breed. We are
seeing more trends for the breed
to drift away from classic breed
type and soundness to extremes
of type and movement that turn the
breed into a caricature. Inthe USA
showmanship and presentation are
unfortunately often rewarded at the
expense of function and breed type
that reflect the written standard.
We see certain troubling faults
becoming common place in the
breed. Straight shoulders/upper
arms set too far forward on the
body and over exaggerated rears
which seem so popular can distort
the overall balance of the breed
standing and in motion. Three
faults which seem to be becoming
more common place are sloping
toplines, sickle hocks, and faulty
bites. We believe the latter comes
from breeding generations of overly
refined heads which are too narrow
and lack depth/strength of muzzle.

Which do you prefer in an Afghan
Hound, sound construction or
breed-specific details? What points

are important for you in a good
Afghan?

- To have a proper Afghan Hound
you have to have BOTH sound
construction and breed specific
details. We all want our Afghans to
be beautiful, but they must be able
to function as the powerful and ath-
letic hunter they are meant to be.

For us an Afghan must be well
balanced and SQUARE in outline.
Details like the oriental expression,
peculiar coat pattern, unusually
large feet, prominent hipbones,
correct coup and the ringed tail
are defining characteristics. He
must have a strong and punishing
jaw, but never be coarse or heavy.
He also must have an aristocratic
bearing. The Afghan hound is the
king of dogs and should own the
ground he stands on. He is aloof
but never shy or fearful.

What is the importance of coat? In
which situations would you clip an
Afghan Hound? Do you have any
color preferences?

- Many people are initially drawn to
the breed because of the glamouro-
us hair, but length and quantity of
coat are not hugely important. What
is essential, is that the coat is of a
proper silky texture, and that the
proper patterning is evident. The
Afghan must have a profuse topk-



Ch Wynsyr Summerwind Vanity Fair
"MeMe” (Ch Summerwind’s It’s All
About Me! / Ch Wynsyr Suri Rose,

b. 2016), Best of Winners and Best
Bred by Exhibitor at the AKC National ¢
Championship, under Pam Bruce.

not, trouserings, and well feathered
feet. The short haired saddle is a
defining characteristic and must be
present in a mature dog. Overly
trimmed and stylized coat detracts
from the breed’s primitive and exo-
tic appearance.

We clip all our Afghans when they
are done showing. We have very
busy lives, and we like our dogs to
be able to run and enjoy life in their
retirement without having to worry
about mud, leaves, and breaking
their coat. As the dogs become
of advanced age it can be harder
for them to tolerate the grooming
process comfortably, so in this
instance we prefer them clipped as
well. Everyone has color preferen-
ces, but they should never come
into consideration when judging.

What is your opinion of the health
of our breed?

- In general, the Afghan is a healthy
breed. Breeders worldwide are
typically concerned with health,
and most reputable breeders
are health testing their dogs and
making responsible choices. With
the advances in genetic testing
and health screenings there is no
excuse for not prioritizing health
when planning a breeding.

What have the Afghans given to
you? Which are the best moments
with your Afghans, and which is the
most memorable event?

- The Afghan Hound has given
both of us so much over the yea-
rs. The joy that the dogs bring is
immeasurable both at home and
at the shows. Through this breed
we have made long lasting rela-
tionships with friends and fellow
breeders from all over the world.
The best part of living with Afghans
is the companionship they give you
athome. This is a breed that is very
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in tune with their owners, and the
bonds can be quite special.

Of course, the wins in the show
ring are thrilling and memorable. It
is hard to narrow down one event,
but one that was a lot of fun was
the AHCA National Specialty in
Sacramento, California in 2010.
The judge was Reggie Nesbitt of
Bombay Afghans, and he made
quite a contest between two of
our bitches...China Doll shown
by Scott, and Celine, BISS GCH
Wynsyr Taking Chances Shown
by James. In a huge entry Celine
was awarded Best of Opposite
Sex, and China was Select Bitch.
Having them awarded as the two
top winning bitches at the national
that year was thrilling, and the
competition between the two of us
was intense. It's not very often that
we are in the ring showing against
one another and that is probably
for the best!

And finally tell us something about
your judging career. When did you
start judging? In what countries
have you judged? efc.

- Scott began judging in 2004,
and for many years only judged
Afghans and Whippets. He now
judges the entire hound group,
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along with several working breeds
and toy breeds. He has judged
Afghans around the world with
memorable assignments including
the AKC National Championship,
The Afghan Hound Club of America
National Specialty, the Donaue-
schingen Sighthound Festival, and
specialties and All-Breed Shows
throughout the USA in addition to
Canada, Mexico, Germany, Japan,
and Australia.

James began judging in 2017 and
judges the Hound Group and lIta-
lian Greyhounds (which are in the
toy group in the USA). In 2020 he
judged Afghan Hounds at the AKC
National Championship and he has
judged regional Afghan specialties
throughout the United States and
in Australia. He has also judged in
Canada, Mexico, and Hungary. He
looks forward to judging the Afghan
Hound Club of America National
Specialty in October of 2024.

We are both very excited to be
coming to Helsinki in 2025. This
will be the first time judging in
Scandinavia for both of us, and
we are incredibly honored to have
been invited.

Interview: Terja Koivumaki



